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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


ys 


ee 


42 


| 


Weekly. 


“ Dacca Gazette’ 


Patrika.”’ 
‘* Kshatriya Patrika’’ 


‘* Aryavarta °' 


HiINpD1. 


Monthly 


Weekly. 


‘ Bihar Bandhu ”’ 


ee oe 


ae ante: 


* Bharat Mitra ”’ 
“ Champaran Chandrika ”’ 
“ Desi Vyapaéri’ 
‘* Hind: Bangavasi 
‘* Sar Sudhanidhi "’ 
| * Uchit Bakta’’ 


KNGLISH AND BRNGALI. 


_“ Darjeeling Mission ke Masik Samachar 


Dacca 


Darjeeling 


Patna a 
Calcutta in 
Bankipore a 
Calcutta se 
Bettiah ae 
Calcutta a 
Ditto ae 
Ditto - 
Ditto ie 


50 
230 


-_ 


17th 


17th 


4,600 


17th 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


wea Reported | ; ; 
No. | Names of newspapers. | Place of publication. area pol Dates of POOF the wecke zamined 
Benaatt. 
Fortnightly. 
1 | “ Ahmadi” oes ... | Tangail, Mymensingh 600 
66 hd eee eee Bankura eee see 0ee 
; rT — bes bee Ramkristopur, Howrah 1,000 
4 ‘6 Kaliyuga 99 eee eee Calcutta B | eee 380 14th N b I 
6 |‘ Kasipur Nivasi ae ‘as .» | Kasipur, Barisal ... Oovember 1892, 
6 | “ Navamihir’”’ ‘ian wee | Ghatail, Mymensingh 600 
7 |* Sadar-o-Mufassal eg eas «| Tahirpur, Rajshahi ,.. soecee 14th ditto. 
» 6 Ulubaria Darpan”: ees eee Ulubaria eee 700 
Tri-monthly. 
9 |  Hitakari’’ 100 »» | Tangail Mymensingh 800 | 4th ditto. 
Weekly. a 
“ z ‘ie .. | Calcutta .. | 20,000 | 19th ditto. 
a el 
12 | “ Burdwan Sanjivani’’ eee .. | Burdwan sg oe. | aoe ato. 
13 | « Charuvarta ” - .». | Sherpur, Mymensing! 400 | 14th ditto. 
, 9» Dacca 2.200 20th ditto, 
14 | * Dacca Prakash ee se ae 89 18th ditt 
16 ‘¢ Education Gazette *' eee poe Hooghly : : “ve 826 — 
16 | « Hindu Ranjika” ae w«. | Boalia, Rajshahi iss 212 h 
17 66 Hitavadi ti eee eee ——— coe eeecce 17t ditto. 
18 | «6 idabé inidhi’” ... ... | Berhampore io reveds 
19 | «8 ine — ae .. | Calcutta ves 600 | 19th ditto. 
20 46 Prakriti sd Kee ee Ditto eee eoecce : 
21 | * Pratikar ”’ oe ... | Berhampore see 609 
22 i Prithiv: “ eee niieaia pe tg R — waive 
23 | “Rangpur Dikprakash "ss ooo | MGXINIA, HANEPUP — «. seo-nes 
24 “6 ae en ls . a ees Calcutta oe 800-1,000 16th ditto. 
26 45 Sahayogi es eee eee Barisal eee 342 
26 ‘éSakti ” sais ici Dacca eee seebes 
27 | “Saméaj-o-Séhitya’’ ie .. |Garibpore, Nadia ,.. 1,000 
28 rT Samaya o” a a Calcutta sai 3,000 
29 | * Sanjivant ” .. | _ Ditto oes 4,000 | 19th ditto. 
80 | “ Sansodhin{’’ +06 ... | Chittagong wl See 
31 | ‘Saraswat Patra °’ wo. | Dacea oes 300 ; 
$2 | “Som Prakash ” a a Calcutta as 600 | 2Ist ditto. 
33 | “ Srimanta Sadagar ”’ ss .. | Ditto woe vows | 19th ditto, 
34 | ‘* Sudhakar” — = ». | Ditto ve 3,100 | 18th ditto, 
35 | ‘ Sulabh Samachar” sas . | Ditto O00 Serr 
Daily. 
36 | * Banga Vidya Prakashika ” ... | Calcutta she 500 + ~4 hy 19th and 21st and 22nd Nov. 
37 | ** Bengal Exchange Gazette ”’ .. | Ditto aes Levees 21st to 24th November 1892. 
38 | ** Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika ”’ 1 ee a 1,000 | 20th to 24th ditto. 
39 | * Samvad Prabhakar "’ .. | Ditto me) 1,500 bie be 19th, and 2lst to 24th Nov. 
1992. 
40 | * Samvad Purnachandrodaya "’ .. | Ditto a 300 | 18th, 19th and 21st to 24th ditto. 
41 | *Sulabh Dainik” |. Bitte oe oeanes 18th, 19th and 21st to 24th — ditto. 


21st November 1892. 
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Names of newspapers. 


Place of publication, 


Reported 
nwuober of 
subscribers, 


ee 
SO trea en 


Date of papers received and examined 


for the week, 


Urpo. 
Weekly. 
‘ Al Punch” . see 


‘‘ Anis’ 
‘¢Caleutta Punch’”’ 


‘‘ Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide " 


‘ General and Gauhariasfi”’ ,., 
‘‘Mehre Monawar” oes 
‘¢ Raisul-Akhbari-Murshidabad’’ 
‘¢Setare Hind ”’ see 
66 Shokh - eve 


URIYA. 


Monthly. 
‘Asha’ : 
‘¢ Echo” 
‘“* Pradip ”’ si 
‘¢ Samyabadi ”’ oa 
‘¢Taraka and Subhavarta °’ 
‘¢ Utkalprava”’ re 


Weekly. 


‘*Dipaka”’ 
‘¢Samvad Vahika ”’ 
‘‘ Uriyaand Navasamvad’’ ,,, 


‘¢ Utkal Dipika ”’ 


PAPERS PUBLISHED IN ASSAM. 


BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. 


‘¢ Paridarshak ”’ wie 
‘¢ Silchar °’ - 


Weekly. 
‘*Srihatta Mihir”’ eee 


Patna 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Arrah 
Monghyr 


Cuttack 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Baripada 


Cuttack 
Balasore 
Ditto 
Cuttack 


Sylhet 
Silchar 


Sylhet 


Bankipore 


Muzaffarpur 
Murshidabad 


we 
"150 


166 


200 
420 
420 


480 
500 


332 


18th 
21st 


19th 
22nd 


lith 


2lst November 1892. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


20th October 1892. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


16th November 1892. 


ditto. 
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II.—Homr ADMINISTRATION. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


The Chdruvdrtéd, of the 14th November, says that the jury system 
obtains in the form of village communities and 
cantons even ina country like Russia, where the 
administration of justice is anything but perfect, compared with the administra- 
tion of justice in England and other civilized countries. And yet the English 
Government in India has thought fit to deprive its subjects of the privilege of 
jury trial. 

The Lieutenant-Governor has not certainly passed the order without 
consulting the Viceroy. The people will, therefore, get no redress in this 
country. If Bengal accepts the order, it will fall far behind the other Indian 
provinces in the matter of advancement. A vehement protest against the jury 
order should therefore be made at the coming Congress, and arrangements 
should be made for conducting an agitation in England, 

2, The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th November, referring to the 

ond ned oon that Bohar and other villages within the 
diction in the Burdwan district. jurisdiction of the Satgachhia thana, in the 
Burdwan district, will be transferred to the juris- 
diction of the Kalna Munsifi, says that it does not appear that the proposed 
transfer of jurisdiction will in any way promote the convenience of the people 
of those villages. The villages proposed to be transferred are not nearer to 
Kalna than to Burdwan, and there are facilities for communication with 
Burdwan by railway, and advantages in the way of getting pleaders and 
mukhtars at that place which cannot be claimed for Kalna. If an inhabitant 
of these villages has to go to Kalna to conduct a case, he must pass the night 
there, but if he goes to Burdwan for the purpose, he can return home that very 
day. It is said that a prayer has been made to the Lieutenant-Governor for 
not sanctioning the proposed transfer, and it is to be hoped that His Honour 
will grant the prayer. 

3. The same paper says that, according to the new jury rules, the first 
case in the present Burdwan Sessions, which related 
to the use of forged documents, was tried with the 
help of assessors, who declared the defendants innocent. But the Judge dis- 
agreed with the assessors, and sentenced each of the accused to five years’ 
imprisonment. If the case had been tried by jury, and if the Judge had 
happened to disagree with them, the case would have been referred to the High 
Court. But in the present case the defendants have not been able to receive 
that benefit. 


The jury question, 


The jury question. 


Working of the jury notification. 


4, The Sahachar, of the 16th November, 
writes as follows :— 

The publication of the papers on the jury question has disclosed no justi- 
fication for Sir Charles Ellivtt’s abolition of that system. By abolishing that 
system, Sir Charles has proved himself a haughty and unsympathising ruler, 
who is ignorant of the judicial system of the country. ‘Three serivus questions 
now arise. The first is, why did Lord Lansdowne’s advisers (for we do not 
hold Lord Lansdowne himself responsible for this) in considering the jury 
question direct their attention first of all to Bengal—the most enlightened 
province in India? ‘The second is, why did Sir Charles Elliott in inviting 
Official opinion on the subject describe the jury system as “a means for the 
repression of crime,’? and ask the officials to say whether it had proved itself 
such a means? The enlightened portion of the community have hitherto had 
the impression in their mind that the police and the Magistracy alone were 
charged with the repression of crime. In October 1891 Sir Charles Elliott 
himself admitted through his Secretary that jurors were helpers of the Judge 
and protectors of the people. In no civilized country do Judge and jury 
concern themselves about the preservation of the peace, and the days when 
Judges like Lord Ellenborough in England were influenced by the Ministry 
in passing their decisions have long since passed away. 

The third point is that, Sir Charles Elliott asked the officials to say how 
the jury system could be improved, and the officials dwelt mainly on this point. 
The Judges of the High Court, with the exception of Justices O’Kinealy and 


CHARUVARTA, 


BuRDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Nov, loth, 1892. 


BCRDWAN SANJIVANi. 


SAMACHAR, 
Nov. 16th, 1892. 
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Ameer Ali, have expressed themselves in favour of the jury system. But if 
Justice O’Kinealy is asked whether the jury returns a wrong verdict when 
they are properly directed, his answer must be “No.” It has not struck 
Mr. Tweedie that he has passed sentence against the Judges themselves by saying 
that jurors are misled by the defendants’ pleaders. Mr. O’Kinealy is a Judge 
who can detect a pleader’s fallacy, and so long as he was Sessions Judge no 
criminal escaped punishment in virture of rank or birth. The truth is, as an 
English correspondent of the Indian Daily News has already stated, the Munsifs, 
Subordinate Judges, and pleaders are the superiors of the District Judges in 
ability and education, and the latter cannot cope with the pleaders. But is this 
a fault of the jury or of the Judge? Without meaning self-glorification, we 
may state here that in a sessions case at Howrah we were on the side of 
the accused, and had the good fortune to argue with such effect that the jury 
assured us afterwards that they would have returned a verdict of not guilty, 
if they had been asked to return their verdict immediately after our speech, 
and without hearing the Judge’s charge. But in his charge to the jury the 
Judge, Mr. Wilkins, refuted all our arguments with such success that the 
jury could not help bringing in a verdict of guilty. If Mr. O’Kinealy had before 
him a statement of the verdicts of jurors in all the sessions cases tried by him, 
he would not certainly have recommended the abolition of the jury system. 
Justice Ameer Ali says that his experience as a Judge is small. And with 
every respect for him, we must say that it is doubtful whether he has conduct- 
ed even 10 sessions cases in his life, or got even 20 important civil cases to 
carry on. We sometimes found him making appeals against criminal decisions 
at Alipore, but we do not remember that any of those were important appeals, 
He was, in fact, a fourth rate pleader. He has certainly expressed his honest 
Opinion, but what does the opinion of a man like him signify P 

It has been asked, of what help is the jury to the Judge who can govern 
them at his will? To this it may be replied that Justice O’Kinealy is 
perhaps now the only Judge who possesses that power over Counsel and 
pleader of these days. 

There is yet time to mend. Sir Charles Elliott does not know us. But 
he should know that we adore the ruler who has the moral courage to ac- 
knowledge his error. By an honest acknowledgment of error, prestige 
becomes tenfold at a bound, 

5. The following is found in the Hitavddi, 
of the 17th November— 


Before abolishing the jury system the Lieutenant-Governor took the 
opinion of the Judges of those districts in which that system was in vogue, 
as well as the opinion of the Judges of the High Court. But what harm, it 
may be asked, was there in taking the opinion of the people themselves—whose 
lives and property would be affected by any change in the system? But 
Government had, perhaps, its reason for not consulting the people on the 
subject, because any hint of the proposed change would have produced a clam- 
our. ‘lhe jury system was therefore abolished all on a sudden. Why is 
Government, we ask, so unkind to us? And why are the people made so 
much of when subscriptions are required from them for some uunecessary but 
costly work which a Lieutenant-Governor or his lady has taken in hand, with 
the object of making a name for himself or herself—for a statue of some 
deceased Viceroy— for prizes in horse-races, and for balls for English ladies—and 
why are they slighted in this way when measures seriously affecting their 
interests have to be taken? We area nation of slaves, and let us be always 
treated as slaves. Why do you turn our heads by patting us now and then 
on the back ? Why do you put pride into our heads by bestowing upon us the 
titles of ‘* Raja” and “ Maharaja,” and by making us dress like nakibs? 

6. The Bihar Bandhu, of the 17th November, says that the use of the 
Kaithi character in the courts of Bihar has been 


a source of very creat convenience to suitors. But 


if Government intends to abolish that character, xdgri would be the best substi- 
tute for it. 


7. The Banganivdsi, of the 18th November, says that itis difficult to ascer- 
tain why Sir Charles Elliott has ali of a suddeo 
abolished the jury system. Some say that, a0 


The jury question. 


The court character in Bihar. 
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8. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 18th November, says that SUDHAKAR, 
the three Honorary Magistrates appointed to the — Nov. Ith, lsv2. 
newly created Independent Bench at Jaykrishnapur, 

within the jurisdiction of the Nawabgang thana, 

in the Dacca district, are all Hindus, and requests that Government will see 

fit to replace one of these Hindu Magistrates by a competent Muhammadan. 

Munshi Muhammad Ohmed Khan, late Foreman of the Assam Government 

Printing Department, is a competent and experienced man, and will make an 

able Honorary Magistrate. 

9. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 19th November, says that all PRAKRITI, 

classes are put to inconvenience by the 2nd Munsif Xvv- 1%th, 1892. 
of Habiganj holding his court till 8 or 9 o’clock in 
the evening. And this is particularly inconvenient 
to the witnesses, for whom there is no waiting-room, and who have therefore 
to remain standing outside the court-room, exposed to the night cold. 
Will the authorities kindly provide a waiting-room for the witnesses? The 
floor of the Deputy Magistrate’s court-house, which was completed only the 
other day, is going to be raised. This will be costly work. This expenditure 
could have been avoided by a little more outlay on the original construction. 

10. The Bangavasi, of the 19th November, BANGAvasr, 
has the following — Nov, 19th, 1892, 

The people of this country never had the right to demand trial by jury, 
nor did they as a matter of fact ever claim that right. When the jury system 
was first introduced 30 years ago, it was a spontaneous gift on the part of the 
Government, and it is by the spontaneous action of Government that the system 
has been now withdrawn. It is true the people have protested, and are still 
protesting, against this action of the Government. But what right have they 
to protest in this way? Why should they be sorry for being deprived of a 
privilege which they never even asked for? When begging is their only 
resource, it hardly looks well for them to object to the quality or quantity of 
the alms that is given to them. They should accept cheerfully and with good 
erace whatever is given to them voluntarily by the rulers and in order to make both 
ends meet ther should circumscribe their own wants, or lower their aspirations. 

Enough has been done in the way of finding fault with Government for 
passing the jury order; it is time to see if any moral can be deduced from that 
order. 

The jury system, it should be noted, was introduced for the benefit not of 
the people, but of the Government itself. Government did not consult the 
feelings and views of the people when it introduced the system; it introduced 
the system with a sole eye to its own advantage. This point has been made 
very clear by the papers published on the subject of jury trial. The Govern- 
ment and its ablest officers believe that the natives of this country not only do 
not hate crime, but feel compassion for certain classes of criminals. And the 
fact is that the people of this country are really rather in sympathy with 
criminals than otherwise. But Government wants to repress crime and punish 
criminals, and has, with this object in view, established the law courts, and 
introduced the jury system 30 years ago, and has now given that system a new 
form. In jury trial people accused of murder, rioting, and other serious 
offences used to. be acquitted in large numbers, and Government’s object in 
introducing jury trial, namely, repression of crime, was frustrated. Government 
has been, therefore, perfectly right in abolishing jury trial in such cases. It 
may be said that Government’s criminal policy is not a good one. That may 
be. But so long as its criminal policy is what it is, it cannot be questioned 
that Government’s present action in regard to jury trial has been a perfectly 
necessary and proper action, consistent with its policy. The one object of 
Government is to punish criminals, and it has, therefore, withdrawn from the 


An Independent Bench in the 
Dacca district. 
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hands of juries the trial of offences in which they show an inclination to 
pronounce prisoners not guilty, and left in their hands only the trial of offences 
in which they usually return verdicts of guilty. Here is the key to all the 
actions of Government on the subject of the suppression of crime, and this 
key should not be lost sight of or overlooked in discussing those actions. 
The people of the country, however, are not one with Government on the 
subject of the repression of crime, and the officials consulted on the jury 
question seem to know this. Mr. Tweedie says :—(1) An objection on the part 
of many men to much of our law; (2) the common feeling against convicting in 
any case of homicide, lest the guilty person should be hanged ; (3) the further 
feeling that it is a good and generous action to help a guilty man to escape; 
(4) downright sympathy with some forms of crime, such as perjury and forgery. 
Mr. Garrett writes :— (1) ‘In England we are, on the whole, a homogeneous 
nation ; we all approve, on the whole, our system of criminal law. * * * * 
Now, in India, all these conditions are reversed. Weare Western Foreigners 
trying to permeate Orientals with ideasin many respects unsympathetic to 
them.” The same officer also says— Therefore, instead of our Criminal Code 
being sympathetic to the Indians generally, I believe it is on the whole unsym- 
pathetic. They have therefore little or no confidence in the presiding Judge, 
not because they believe that he will convict unjustly, but because they 
believe that, given a conviction, he will often award a punishment very 
different to what they would have awarded.” Mr. Crawfurd says:—* There is 
also in the minds of the jurors a strong feeling of sympatby with the accused, 
merely as such. They regard him as being subject to all the weight of 
official pressure brought to obtain a conviction, They seem to consider 
themselves bound to stand between him and punishment, if there be any 
plausible reason for doing so. The real reason of this I take to be that they are 
not in sympathy with our penal system, which appears te them to be unduly 
harsh and inelastic.” Mr. Kemble, Commissioner of Patna, writes :—‘‘A 
conviction in court being leoked upon by some people as a point scored by a 
Foreign and hostile Government.’ The purport of these extracts is that 
the people of the country consider the penal system of the English Govern- 
ment harsh and merciless, and that they actually sympathise with certain 
classes of criminals, such as forgers and perjurers. Thus it will be seen 
that there is great difference between the Government’s and the people’s view 
of the penal law of the country. And if all friction or discord arising from 
this difference is to cease, either the Government should give up its own 
view of how criminals skould be punished, or the people should be made 
to give up theirs and accept that of the Government. But Govern- 
ment cannot give up its view so long as it has to govern the country. It is 
the helief of Government that it is superior to the people in knowledge and 
judgment, and that its morality and social customs are better than theirs ; 
and it, therefore, naturally thinks that if it modified its view of the criminal 
law ard administration of the country in deference to that of its people, it 
would seriously compromise itself. It, therefore, prefers to think that the 
people may entitle themselves to the privilege of jury trial in its fullest extent 
when they have been thoroughly Anglicised, but there can be no doubt that 
they have not yet so entitled themselves. , 
This is how the Government thinks. But it may be still interested in 
knowing how the people think of the measure, and the writer will, therefore, 
let it know the people’s mind. What is the reason the people show 
compassion for forgers and perjurers? There are Englishmen who would 
say that this compassion proceeds from the people’s innate love of falsehood. 
Englishmen may take any view they like of the native character, but the 
writer must say, without fear or hesitation, that the people never speak 
falsehood in their ordinary transactions, and that it is only in the law courts 
that they depart from their principle of being veracious; and’ the one 
reason why they make this departure is that it is their firm conviction that 
truth in the jaw courts imperils life and property. And it can scarcely be 
said that this is a groundless conviction. ‘The law courts afford ample oppore 
tunities for falsehood, and it is falsehood that best succeeds in these courts. 
Falschood has, therefore, beccme an effective weapon, either for recovering 
just rights, or for foiling fraud and cunning. And if the law courts 
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remain as they are, it will be no wonder if the people should become in course 
of time liars by habit and nature. If this state of things is to be improved, the 
the judicial system of the country ought to be thorouczhly reformed and 
remodelled. But it does not sem at all likely that the Government will effect 
such a reform of the law courts; and tie people will therefore never find it in 
their power to avoid being abused for sympathy with criminals. 
‘The manner in which the police makes up cases and implicates innocent 
people in criniinal charges is another reason why the people show compassion 
for criminals. Government is not quite ignorant of these doings of the police. 
But as it has not sufficient money to reform the police, it allows the police to 
remain as itis. Ifit be a fault not to punish every person who is brouzht up 
by the police for trial, native jurors are certainly guilty. Native Depaty 
Mugistrates are certainly for punishing more people than native jurors, but 
that is not because they have firmer or stronger minds than the latter, but 
because they expect higher salaries from indiscriminate sentences. The fact 
is that, though naturally averse to crime, the people of Bengal find themsclves 
in circumstances in which they cannot help feeling compassion for criminals. 
If Government wants to repress crime, it will not achieve its object by 
increasing the rigour of its penal system. The more the penal system of the 
country is rendered harsh and rigorous, the more will crime increase. 
Mr. Crawfurd, Judge of Hooghly, speaks tothe same effect when he says :—‘‘A 
principle which is foo often lost sight of in Indian administration is that 
it is the certainty of punishment, and not the severity of punishment, which is 
‘the best deterrent from crime. It is too often sought to supplement the 
defects of the machinery of justice by imposing sentences of great severity. 
Such proceedings defeat their own object.” 
ll. The Sanjivani, of the 19th November, says that Sir Charles Elliott: — saxsivan, 
te has dissatisfied everybody by abolishing the Jury — Nov. 19th, 1892, 
a” 7 system. The officials are dissatisfied with his iron 
rule, and, to say nothing about others, his Chief Secre- 
tary, Mr, Cotton, himself intends to proceed home oa leave in sheer disgust. 
Even Englishmen are angry with him for his haughtiness and misdeeds. ‘he 
Chamber of Commerce has resolved to join heartily in the meeting that is to 
be held to protest against the abolition of the jury system. The prutest that 
will be made will be of a nature nobody has yet seen or heard of. And it is 
to be hoped that, after such a strong protest, the Englisn public will take the 
Government of India to task for the abolition of the jury system. ‘he Parlia- 
ment will never lend its countenance to such a wroug act. The writ«r is 
informed that this day (the 1¥th November) the leading members of the Indian 
and British-Indian Associations and the Chamber of Commerco meet 
together to consider the question of protesting. A monster meeting will be 
held at the ‘Town Hall to protest against the abolition of the jury system. 
News of the abolition has already been wired to the leading men and news- 
papers of England, and preparations fur a tremendous agitation have been 
commenced. | 
Mr. Phillips 12. The same paper has the following :— ANJIVANL. 
There is no end to the misdeeds of Mr. Phillips. He is said to have 
lately closed a wide public road, commencing near the house of Babu Kesav- 
Chandra Acharyya, and going as far as the riverside, past the house occupied 
by the Magistrate. ‘ne whole of Mymensingh is so afraid of Mr. Phillips that, 
to say nothingof the general public, even the municipality does not venture 
to protest against this illegal act of Mr. Phillips. Mr. Phillips prosecuted 
Raja Suryya Kanta for having closed a small lane, with the permission of the 
Municipality. But he has now himself closed a public road, used by a large 
number of people. Will not a member of the Civil Service, which enjoys in 
this Kali Yuga ail the privileges of a Brahminical class, be punished for an act 
for which a private individual is liable to criminal prosecution and punishment? 
How long will Sir Charles Elliott encourage Mr. Phillips by his indulgent 
treatment of him? 
Sir Charles Elliott is not conducting himself properly. We hailed his 
elevation to the throne of Bengal, and were lavish in our praise of him for 
even the smallest good acts dune by him at the beginning of his administra- 
tion. But one cannot help condemning almost every act he has done for 
Some time past. It is said that Sir Charles Elliott does not like to take any 
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notice of official delinquencies about which a howl is raised in the newspapers, 
But no great how! had been made in the newspapers when we drew attention 
to the burning down of the houses of the tenants of Jahnavi Chaudharani by 
Mr. Phillips; nor had any great how! been made in the newspapers about the 
search that was made by Mr. Phillips for stolen goods at the house of Baby 
Sarat Chandra Roy at the time when we drew attention to the occurrence, 
Aud no notice having been taken of these illegal acts of his, Mr, Phillips grew 
bolder, and at last went to the length of prosecuting Raja Suryya Kanta. 

When Sir Charles Elliott has not taken any notice of Mr. Phillips’ illegal 
actions during all this long time, he is not likely to do so now. The attention 
of the people of England should, under these circumstances, be drawn to Sir 
Charles Elliott’s indifference—-indifference, which cannot fail to excite their 
deepest indignation. Not until this is done will Sir Charles find himself 
compelled to punish Mr. Phillips. ob 

13. A correspondent of the same paper complains that itis very hard 
upon unprofessional witnesses that they are allowed 
no compensation for the loss which they suffer by 
reason of their compulsory absence from their occupations. Suits in Munsifs’ 
courts are never heard till after three or four postponements, and this is a 
ereat hardship to such witnesses. Just fancy the loss a cultivator cited 
as a witness must suffer in consequence of bis being compelled to absent himself 
from his field for 7 or 8 days in the agricultural season, Nor is the hardship 
that witnesses in criminal courts have to suffer materially less, for they have 
to follow the Magistrate on tour wherever he goes. But they receive no com- 
pensation whatever for all their trouble and hardship. Either witnesses should 
be allowed compensation, or should be examined and dismissed the very first 
time they attend for the purpose of giving evidence. 

14. The Dacca Prakdésh, of the 20th November, refers to the official 
Opinion on the jury system, and says that neither 
Judges nor Magistrates can be expected to express 
3 themselves in favour of it. For Judges cannot deal 
with prisoners as they like, and have to undergo much additional Jabour in the 
shape of making charges to the jury, &c., when they have to try with the 
assistance of jurors; and Magistrates are irritated by being in many cases 
baulked of their prey for the same reason. | 

15, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 20th November, says that 

a cae Mr, Crawfurd, Judge of Hooghly, has advised the 
tion. Jury dues Government to introduce improvements in the 

jury system, and not to curtail it, and in giving 
this advice has acted like a British Judge and a Britisher. But the Govern- 
ment of this country never listens to.good advice—never hesitates to curtail 
the privileges of its subjects—and never thinks it worth its while to seek to 
please them. | 

16. The Som Prakdsh, of the 21st November, cannot agree with tho 
Hindu Patriot in thinking that the entire blame 
of the curtailment of the jury system should not 
be laid at the door of Sir Charles Elliott. The 
Government of India, which sawin some of the reports relating to police reform 
an expression of opinion to the effect that the jury system had ina slight 
measure facilitated the escape of criminals, asked Sir Charles to report (1) 00 
the working of the system in Bengal; (2) on its efficacy as a means for the 
repression of crime; (3) on public opinion about it; and (4) on the reforms that 
might be thought needful in the system. There is here no instruction what- 
ever to curtail the system, and the Government of India had probably no desire 
to curtail it. ‘The question will certainly change its aspect if the fact be that 
Sir Charles received secret instructions from the Government of India to 
curtail the Jury system. But itis not to be supposed that that Government 


Hardship of witnesses. 


Judges and Magistrates on the 
jury question. 


The question of responsibility in 
the jury affair. 


could be so mean as to make another person incur odium for a measure framed 
secretly by itself. | 

17. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 21st November, says that, 
whatever hand Lord Lansdowne may have bad 10 
the recent jury question, it is undeniable that Sir 
Charles Elliott is prixcipally responsible for the 
S themselves admit this, and are therefore preparlvg 


Anglo-Indians in the j ° 
al g e jury ques 


order. The Anglo-Indian 
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to agitate against the order in this country and in England. This hostile 
attitude of the Anglo-Indians has frightened the Englishman, which is, there- 
fore, crying at the top of its voice that ike interests of the Anglo-Indian 
community have in no way been affected by the recent order, and is thus 
attempting to dissuade them from the proposed agitation. But it need hardly 
be pointed out that the abolition of the oative jury in cases of rioting, &c, 
will affect the interests of the tea planters and indigo planters in the mufassal, 
who own landed property in the country, and whcse amlas and other servants 
are not unoften implicated in cases involving a breach of the public peace, viz., 
rioting, &c. It has been settled since the time of the Ilbert Bill that, when 
an Anglo-indian or European is tried by a District Magistrate, the trial must 
be conducted with the aid of a mixed jury, composed of Europeans and natives. 
But how is a mixed jury to be obtained now? The anomaly may, indeed, be 
corrected by making a slight amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code, per- 
mitting or maintaing native jurors in such cases, but would it not be a ludicrous 
arrangement to allow natives to sit as jurors in the trial of Europeans after they 
have been declared incompetent to act as such in the trial of natives? But the 
question of interest apart, the Anglo-Indians have a natural partiality for trial 
by jury, and it is certain that they will join with the natives in protesting 
against the Government’s action, in spite of all attempts of the Englishman to. 
dissuade them from the movement. A protest meeting ought to be soon got up 
in the Town Hall, and the Anglo-Indians, it is hoped, will nut let St. Andrew’s 
dinner pass off without telling the Lieuteuant-Governor what they think of bis 
recent action. | 

18. In continuation of its articles on the jury 
question, the same paper writes as follows :-— 

Mr. Page, Sessions Judge of Murshidabad, though not in favour of jury 
trial, still says—*“ It is considered a sign of a backward district if trial by jury 
is not introduced, and the educated inhabitants are discontented until they get 
it.’ But the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor care little for native dis- 
content. Again, though Government wants to ascribe the acquittal of large 
numbers of accused persons to the system of trial by jury, Mr. Page says :— 
“T do not think that the jury system necessarily favours the escape of 
criminals, except in cases Where the only choice is between conviction for 
murder or acquittal.” And, considering the small number of cases of homicide 
which take place in this country in a year, it cannot beof much consequence if 
in a small percentage of such cases the accused escape punishment. It is on 
the punishment of crimes like theft and dacoity, which are of frequent occur- 
rencé and which very much affect the people, that the good government of the 
country really depends; and ‘it is admitted on all hands that the jury show 
a strong tendency, or inclination, to convict in these cases, And not even in 
cases of homicide do the jury acquit, unless they find fault with the evidence, 
or consider the evidence insufficient. It may, no doubt, be that the native jury 
refuses to be satisfied with evidence which satisfies an English Judge. But 
there can be little harm if on this aceount a few accused persons escape 
punishment, for it is better to let a criminal escape than to convict an inno- 
cent person on insufficient or unsatisfactory evidence. 

According to Mr..Page, “in simple cases of offences against property, 
there is a very fair probability of a reasonable verdict, but in such cases a 
Judge does not stand in need of the aid of a jury,” and yet Government has 
thought fit to retain jury trial in such offences, and abolished it in serious 
offences like r‘oting, &c. 

As for Mr. Page’s remark that “it is difficult to trust such juries as 
we have in Bengal not to be influenced by rumours and gossip heard outside,’’ 
Mr. Page may be asked, if he never heard of acquittals of large numbers of 
criminals by English juries in times of politicial excitement in his own 
country? Mr. Crawfurd has admitted this in so many words. But if 
Mr. Page likes to take objection to the jury system on this ground alone, the 
defect he complains of may be easily removed by selecting Jurors from parts of 
the district a little way removed from the place of occurrence of acrime. In 
the case referred to by Mr. Page, in illustration of his statement, the jurors 
were all chosen from parts of the district not much removed from the village 
in which the crime was committed. But, after all, not even Mr. Page 
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has advised the abolition of the jury system. He has only suggested improve. 


ment. 


Mr. Beighton, Judge of Dacca, has advised the Government to consult 
the native public on the question of extending the jury system to offences 


against marriage. 


Why has he nt, then, advised Government to C nsult 


the native public on the question of withdrawing from them the privilege 
of jury trial in other offences ?. If extension demands consultation, why not 
withdrawal? But the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor have not taken 


Mr. Beighton’s advice in the matter of extension, for they consider it timidity. 


P 
t 


and cowardice to consult native opinion in regar to any measure. They think 
that Zulm and Zuburdustism constitute the essence of prestige. 

Mr. Page says in the conclusion of his report:—‘‘ But before any order 
is revoked or altered under the provisions of s ction 262, Criminal Procedure 


Code, 


I think detailed enquiries should be made. A careful supervision and 


scrutiny, not only of the results of cases for s»me years back, but of the 
records themselves, the personnel of the jury, and other matters affecting the 


trials, 


should be effected. ‘The results of a careful examination would be in. 


valuable, and would throw light on many complex questions at present 


untouched. 


1 " * *, I think also that, as the jury system is 


one of the matters with which native public opinion very largely concerns 


itself, 


mission which Government might think it desirable to appoint.” 


it would be desirable to have a native unofficial member in any Com- 
But the 


Lieutenant-Governor did not think it necessary to listen even to this advice. 
It is clear His Honour doves not consider the native community to be composed 
of human beings, and that it is weakuess, in his opinion, to consult such a 


community in any matter whatever. 


Really a Czar so high-handed as Sir 


Charles never ruled in this province before. 
The writer will now reiterate his opinion that it is the Lieutenant. 


Governor who is chiefly to blame for the jury orders. 


He did not adopt a 


straightforward course in making his own report to the Government of India 


on the jury question. 


He misconstrued the reports of the officials consulted ; 


suppressed everything that was said in those rep rts in favour of the jury 


system; and gave promin:nce to whatever was said against it. 


Thus he has 


been guilty of playing a trick which even an advocate would think it 
beneath his dignity to employ. ) 
19. The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrika, of the 22nd November, has the 


following on the jury question as it affects the 


The jury question. ‘ 
ak, Anglo-Indians :— 


Under Act III (B.C.) of 1884, an Anglo-Indian accused may claim to be 
tried by a mixed jury even in the court of a Magistrate or a Sessions Judge, 
and he may also claim to be so tried in a non-jury district. It therefore fullows 


that a special jury must be empannelled in such eases. 


Again, though when 


an Anglo-Indian figures as a defendant in a rioting case, natives may serve as 
jurors, they will not be able, under the recent orders, to serve in that capacity 


when 


a native is tried for the same offence. The native juror who is compe- 


tent to try an Anglo-Indian is not competent to try a native! Such is the 
wise decision to which Sir Charles Elliot and Lord Lansdowne have come, and 


which has taken everybody by surprise! 


Some people are, however, saying 


that, after the orders which have been now passed by Government, natives 
will be no longer entitled to serve as jurors even in riot cases against 


Anglo- Indians. 


The Englishman considers this view erroneous, aud says that, 


as the Anglo-Indian can claim to be tried by a mixed jury even in non-jury 
districts, the question of his trial by jury has nothing to do with the general 
question of jury trial in the case of natives. But how can the Anglo-Indians 


claim 


to be tried by a mixed jury—by a jury, that is, composed of natives and 


Europeans—be complied with, when natives are once for all declared disquall- 
fiid to serve as jurors in riot cases? It therefore follows that, either the 


provision regarding mixed juries should be expunged from the Criminal 


Procedure Code, Anglo-Indians being declared entitled to be tried by a purely 
Anglo-Indian jury, or it should be provided that Anglo-Indians must not 


be tried by a jury in the courts of Magistrates and Sessions Judges. This 
shows that the question has some interest forthe Anglo-Indians, and that 


their 


apprehensions are not entirely groundless as tne Englishman has 


(1119 ) 


atten.pted to make out. That paper is again trying to incite the Anglo- 
Jndian Defence Association against the natives. Government knows what 
evil consequences were produced in the country by the Ilbert Bill agitation, 
and it is easy to see that the man who tries to revive the discord and ill-feeling 
which marked that agitation is a great enemy of the Government and the 
Anglo-Indians alike. And yet itis this un-English Englishman which is de- 
fending Government’s action in the jury question. 

Tuis time, however, the Hnuglishman will not be able to mislead the 
_ Anglo-Indians. The Anglo-Indians will gain nothing, and are the contrary, 
likely to lose much by the abolition of jury trial in the case of natives, and 
Government has by this measure brought infamy upon the British name. It 
will have the effect of jeopardizing the safety of the native servants of Anglo- 
Indian zamindirs, tea-planters, &c., and nullifying the provision in Act III 
(B.C) of 1884, relating to mixed juries. All these considerations are 
calculated to lead the Anglo-Indians to join the ratives in protesting against 
the recent orders abolishing jury trial. There is another consideration which is 
likely to influence the Anglo-Indians in this matter, namely, that by their 
recent action in abolishing jury trial, Sir Charles Eliiott and Lord Lansdowne 
have tried to reduce tlis country to the political status of Poland, which dves 
not enjoy the right of jury trial. People enjoy the right even in Russia, 
ard certainly no Anglo-Indian would like to see India reduced to a worse 
position than that cof Russia. Nor would it be wise on the part of the 
Anglo-Indians to cherish the notion that the Government which can, when 
opportunity p:esents itself, punish one class of its sujects, cannot, upon another 
opportunity, punish another class of its subjects. 

20 The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 22rd November, sars:— 

The National Guardian newspaper has given a cartoon, in which the 

: _ Englishman is represented as erjoying the supreme 
<a newspaper 2 felicity of carrying an English drum which Sir 
Charles Elliott is vigorously beating, But the car- 
toon would have been more to the point if the Anglish nan had been represented 
as a hunting dog, with the Governor or his Secretary asthe hunter, and we poor 
natives as the game. For, as the matter actually stands, the Hnglishman is 
clawing and biting us, but he has no claim to the flesh of the game, and must 
content himself with the bones. The Zuglishman’s predicament is like that of 
the cat in the fable, who drew the chestnuts out of the fire for the benefit of the 
monkey, with no other reward for himself than that of having his poor paw burnt, 
21. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 
21th November, has the following :— 

That free England might possibly do without jury trial, but that India, 
which is a subject country, can never do without it has been clearly shown by 
Sadyk Dost in the columns of the Indian Daily News newspaper. Anglo- 
Indian judges lack—and it is only natural that they should lack—the ability 
to see whether a native witness is telling the truth or nof. Perfectly 
unacquainted with the native character and the Indian languages, how can 
they possibly understand the depositions of native witnesses, or the answers 
which those witnesses give to questions in cross-examination? And how can 
it be possible for these Judges to ascertain the truth if they are not able to do 
that? No Judge in England has to do his judicial work uader such disadvan- 
tases as these. It is notorious that, while the Anglo-Indian Judge is often 
misled by native witnesses, native jurors can never be misled by them. It is 
therefore clear that India cannot do without jury trial. This opinion was 
also expressed by the Law Commissioners in 1879. ae 

Sadyk Dost has quoted an able and experienced writer in the Westminster 
Review for 1862, who says that in ability Anglo-Indian Judges are not the 
equals of English Judges. In India civilians are promoted from J oint- 
Magistrateships to Sessions Judgeships. They are neither Barristers nor distin- 
guished TTniversity men. What knowledge of the law they possess is self- 
acquired and superficial, and is not the result of a rezular legal education. 
Jack of all trades as a Civilian-Judge is, it is no wonder that he should be 
found unable to dispense justice in all cases. It is, therefore, absolutely 
necessary that he should be required to try cases with the assistance of a 
jury, and that the system o* jury trial should be extended and not curtailed in 
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this country. If it be the object of Government to see that the people enjoy 
the benefits of a good judicial administration, that system should be extended; 
but if, on the contrary, its object be to exercise terrorism over the people and 
to keep them in check, it would be desirable to abolish not only jury trial, 
but the whole machinery of administration of justice. It is possible that the 
reasons which, in the opinion of all impartial people, make it desirable and 
necessary that the system of trial by jury should be extended in this country, are 
precisely the reasons which have led Government to decide upon its abolition. 
It is possible our Government does not want a good administration of justice, 
but wants to keep the people in. check by any means and every means. And, 
asa matter of fact, while all impartial men consider jury trial a means of 
saving the people from failure of justice, Government has attacked the system 
for the purpose of making it impossible for them to enjoy that privilege. 

Mr. Beveridge was doubtless thinking of his own incompetency and in. 
experience as a Sessions Judge when he wrote that, ‘‘1f all the Sessions Judges 
were natives, trial by jury would be dropped by acclamation,” and he will 
also probably admit that it is not expedient to attack the system of jury trial 
at least so long as foreigners continue to hold Sessions Judgeships, But 
Government in this country prefers a rigorous system of administration to 
an impartial administration of justice, and while in England it is considered 
superior statesmanship to govern the people with a view to promote their 
welfare, in India, it would seem, superior statesmanship consists in crushing 
the people down. 

22. ‘Tue same paper says that, according to Mr. Justice Tottenham, in 
particular districts the jury system has seemed to 
work well in the majority of cases tried, but look- 
ing at the system as a whole, the results, as 
shown by the figures, are not satisfactory. But this conclusion is perfectly 
unjustifiable, and would have been certainly r:jected as such if Government 
had considered it impartially. It is strange that the statistics which convinced 
the Barrister Judge Mr. Norris, and Justices Ghosh and Banerje—two most 
experienced Indian lawyers—of the excellence of the system of jury trial, 
appeared to the Civilian Judge Mr. ‘ottenham to warrant a condemnation of 
the system. H-re are three Judges against one. But so strong is the Govern- 
ment’s love of impartiality, that it rejects the opinion of three Judges, and 
accepts that of one! Inthe country Where the rulers themselves show such 
love of justice and impartiality the interests of good government, it seems, may 
be best promoted by abolishing not merely the jury system, but also every 
institution connected with the administration of justice. 

Among the Hizh Court Judges Mr. Tottenham alone has suggested the 
abolition of jury trial in capital cases; many have expressed themselves ip 
favour of introducing improvements in the system; while not one has suggested 
its complete abolition. Mr. Tottenham has given no reasons for his opinion 
as to the advisability of doing away with the system of jury trial in capital 
cases, and his opinicn is not, therefore, entitled to much weight. If jury trial 
is necessary in any case, it is necessary in tlhe trial of cupital cases, for the harm 
that miscarriage of justice does in such cases is simply irreparable. It is strange 
that, while civilized Europe and America are protesting against capital punish- 
ment, Mr. Tottenham is for enlarging the facilities for the infliction of such 
punishment, by counselling the abolition of jury trial in murder cases, and 
that Government is accepting his counsel. 

23. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 24th November, says that no one would 
have objected to the abolition of the jury system, if 
the aspersions cast against it by Mr. Cooke had been 
well-founded. Referring to a case tried in the Hooghly Sessions some time ago, 
in which a Brahman constable charged with the murder of a feliow-constable 
was acquitted by the jury, Mr. Cooke says :—** As far as can be judged, the 
man was acquitted because he was a Brahman—that fact having been urge 
in his defence by his pleader.” But this is what Mr. Kelleher, the Sessions 


Mr. Justice Tottenham on the 
jury question. 


Mr, Cooke on jury trial, 


Judge who tried the case and ultimately refered it to the High Court, says 
regarding this case :—" The prosecution was no doubt inefficiently conducted, 
and the principal evidence produecd by the police—the dving declaration of 

* Can 


the deccased constable—was a piece of most impudent forgery.” 
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Mr. Cooke venture to say after this that the man was acquiited by the jury 
simply in consideration of his caste P It seems that Mr. Cooke has come to 
entertain a hatred of the jury system because cases thoughtlessly committed 
by him to the sessions have been mostly dismissed. : 


(d)— Education. 


24, The Hitavddi, of the 17th November, says that the falling off in the 
The last Middle Vernacular OUMber of candidates in the Middle Vernacular 
examination in the Presidency examination lately held within the Presidency 
Circle. Circle, is due to the large number of text-books fixed 
for that examination and to the vagaries of the Examiners—things which have 
had the effect of setting parents against primary education altogether. If 
things go on for some time in this way, primary education will be no more, 
and with it the study of Bengali literature. The questions in Literature and 
Science in the last Middle Vernacular examination were very stiff, the ques- 
tions in Arithmetic were, indeed, easy, but two of them contained errors. 
It is not known whether the errors were orally rectified in every examination 
centre. The examiner in Arithmetic should, therefore, either exclude the 
inarks attached to those two questions from the total number of marks, or 
award marks to those candidates who may have correctly worked out the 
sums as given in the question papers. | 
25. A correspendent of the Sanjivani, of the 19th November, makes the 
Mr. Billing, Principal of the following complaints against Mr. Billing, Principal 
Krishnagar College. of the Krishnagar College :— 


(1) Mr. Billing has ruled that the students of the 3rd and 4th year 
classes who will be unable to show him all the books pre- 
scribed for their study in the University Calendar will be 
considered absent from seven lectures. Mr. Billing made 
this order, although the students very humbly represented to 
him that all of them were not in a position to purchase all the 
books at once, end that some of the books were not to be had 
in the bookshops in Calcutta. 

(2) Ifa student asks him any question during a lecture he sets it down 
in his mind that that is done only to test his knowledge, 
and he accordingly subjects the unhappy student to a strict 
examination on the subject. 

(3) The students are always in fear of being insulted by him. 

(4) He has devised a novel mode of teaching. He assembles the students 
of the 3rd and 4th year classes in the same room, and tells them 
to ask one another questions, himself enjoying the wrangling 
from his chair. 


It is for the Government to consider whether such a man should be 
suffered to act as the Principal of a College. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


96. The Bangurdst, of the 19th November, complains of extortion by 

, boatmen at the ferry-ghat in the village Dhangara, 

gp Retorticn at 8 fortz-gret the within the jurisdiction of the Raiganj thana, in the 

| Sirajganj subdivision of the Pabna dist: ict. 

97. Tie Dacca Gazeltee, of the 21st November, draws the attention 

of the municipal authorities of Dacca to the foul 

Mosamaliee within the Dacca condition of the tank in Gendaria. The whole 
pais locality has become unhealthy on this account. 

98, The Sulubh Dainik, of the 22nd November, has the following :— 

- ‘fnough harsh in conduct, the Lieutenant-Governor 

‘Sir Charles Elliott on munici- jg yery sweet of speech. In addressing the Muni- 
palities, ° “ae . + 

cipal Commissioners of Ranchi, His H: nour said the 

other day that those who took him to be an enemy of Municipal Government 

were thoughtless people, and that, if he remonstrated with or punished any 

municipality, it was in the spirit in which a father would remonstrate with 

o¢ punish his child. But is not the father to be blamed who kills his son 

in attempting to cure him of his faults? And Sir Charles means nothing 
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short of killing the municipalities. The people of Bengal will not be pleased 

with His Honour unless he shows himself as sweet in conduct as he ig jp 

speech. 

, 29, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 23rd November, says that Government 

ought to reduce its exorbitant expenditure on 

hospitals in the metropolis and other large towns, 

and devote the saving to the maintenance of small hospitals in rural 

parts of the country. One hospital for every 20 or 25 villages will 
answer the purpose extremely well. Considering that a large number of 
patients treated in the town hospitals come from the mufassal, it will be both 
convenient to the patients to be treated nearer home in the rural hospitals, 
and less expensive to Government to treat patients in the mufassal than in 
the towns where prices are higher, Besides, hospitals in the villages will 
mean medical advice within reach of those who would otherwise never 
have it, though urgently requiring such advice on account of the malarious 
fever which decimates them. So long as Government cannot itself estanlish 
such hospitals, the District and Local Boards, which often fritter away their 
resourcesin the execution of usel: ss schemes, ought to take into their considera. 
tion this question of securing medical advice and treatment to the malaria- 
stricken people of the villages. They mav, for this purpose, appoint one 
medical man for every five or six villages wi' hin their respective jurisdictions, and 
at least for the five or six months when in consequence of cold and the rains 
malaria is most active in the mufassal. 


A proposal about rural hospitals. 


( f \— Questions affecting the land. 


30. The Bangavdsi, of the 19th November, says that the attempts which 
the Government has been making of late to prot: ct 
the raiyats of Bengal and Bihar from oppresion 
by the zamindars are no doubt very commendable. 
But have any steps, it may be asked, been yet taken to protect the raiyats 
of the khas mahals from oppression by their zamindar-—the Government 
itself? ‘Lhere can be no guestion that the Government is a far more powerful 
zamindar than any private landholder, and that more oppression is committed 
on khas mahal raiyats than on raiyats settled on the estates of private zamin- 
dars. And who shall protect the khas mahal raiyats from oppression if the 
State itself does not take pity on them? If any private zamindar had 
proposed to increase the rental of his estate on the scale proposed by the Assam 
Government, his estate would ce tainly have been at once brought under 
the management of the Court of Wards. But Government can do anything on 
i's own cstates, and nothing is unbecoming which it does to serve its own 
interest 

That Government will ireresse the land revenue in Assam on the scale 
proposed by it, without paying the least heed to the protest of the Assam people, 
is certain. ‘he only hope of the Assam raiyats now liesin the fact that 
the tea planters have objected to the proposals of the Government, and 
have been supported in their objection by the Anglishman and the Pioneer, 
With his black fever and insufficient crop, the Assam raiyat is already 10 
anytiiing but a flourishing condition, and the new assessments will surely 
dihive him out of his land. It is the middle elass people and the priesthood 
who have nv means of livelihood except the return from their lands, that 
will have to suff-r most from the effects of an enhanced land revenue. Tue 
people of Assam are quite willing to pay an increase of 25 per cent. on the 


existing revenue, but not a pice less than a full hundred per cent. will satisly 
the Government! 


The question of the land revenue 
in Assam. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


vl. The Kasipur Nivdsi, of the 14th November, says that the road from 
i Madhabpasha to Banaripara, in the Barisal district, 
ey constructed by the District Board some years 499 
| has become very much dilapidated for want of 
repairs, and the bridges on it have become extremely rickety, It is hoped the 
District kngineer will see to the proper repair of this road. 
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32. Acorrespondent of the Sanjivant, of the 19th November, complains 

_ that the road from South Barasat to Falta, through 

A road in the 24-Parganas dis- Noprahat, Mollarchak, Hansuri and Usti, which is 
trict. : ; "ae 

the only important road in that part of the Diamond 

Harbour subdivision of the 24-Parganas district, is out of repair, and becomes 

impassable during the rainy season. The students of the middle English 

school at Magrahat cannot attend school during that season, owing to the bad 

condition of this road. The District Engineer of the 24-Parganas is requested 

to inspect the road. 


(h)— General. 


83. The Hitavddi, of the 17th November, says that it is well that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has forbidden officers leaving 
a district or subdivision to receive addresses from 
the local public, for it is not, after all, a good practice. But there is this much 
to be said in its favour, that contributions for these exhibitions flow voluntarily 
from the people, who have nothing to hope or fear from a retiring officer, and 
are not extorted from them, as is the case when addresses are presented to the 
Governors when they are out visiting. If Government is, therefore, really 
desirous of putting a stop to unnecessary expenditure, it should first prohibit 
the presentation of addresses to the Governors. Sir Charles Elliott is such an 
advocate of retrenchment that he is for effecting it even by reducing the 
number of peons, chairs, and tables in a public office. But what has he done 
to put a stop to the profuse waste of money upon addresses to himself during 
his ceaseless tours? It may also be asked whether it is the addresses which 
have lately been presented to several native officers that have excited the 
jealousy of Government, and led it to view the practice with displeasure. 

2 54. The Banganirdsi, of the 18th November, 

Sir Charles Elliott's intention in ~=has the followin e:— 

ww Sir Charles Elliott has erected an undying 
monument to his name as a zubberdust ruler by abolishing jury trial in Bengal. 
But is the abolition of jury trial His Honour’s last act of zulm upon the meek 
and gentle people of Bengal? Certainly not, for Sir Charles is not the man to 
stop short here. He will not let the Bengalis go until he has harassed them 
to his heart’s content. He has abolished jury trial, and he is now seeking his 
way to the adoption of a measure by which he will be able to save himself from 
the incisive criticism of his conduct by the native press. Nothing is impossible 
under Sir Charles Elliott. The Calcutta correspondent of the Murning Post 
says:—'' Next winter some stringent rules will be adopted for putting the 
native press here under censorship. Among other things, the Government 
will have power to warn a paper suspected of sedition, and then, if it does not 
mend its ways, suspend it for a period, or else blot it out of existence 
altogether.” | 

35. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 19th November, suggests that, instead 
of the income-tax, a charge of one pice may be 
levied on every railway passenger in India, in addi- 
tion to the ordinary fare which he has to pay. This, says the writer, will be a 
more lucrative source of revenue than the income-tax. 

86. The Bangavdsi, of the 19tt November, says that, though the country 
is in such distress on account of scarcity of foud 
and water, there is no want of liquor for the con- 
sumption of people. Tnanks to the free export trade, and the extensive culti- 
vation of jute, the country is in no want of money, and one can have as much 
liquor as he has money for, though he cannot get as much food as he cau buy. 
The following extract from the recent Excise Report of the Bengal Govern- 
ment completely bears this out:—‘* Notwithstanding the scarcity, sickness, and 
high prices which prevailed in parts of Bengal during last March and April, 
the excise settlement for the current year has yielded a rise of revenue through- 
out the province from Ks. 56,20,425 to Rs. 61,71,631 or Rs. 5,51,206 compared 
with 1890.91; the revenue of the current year promises to give an licrease of 
Rs. 9,18,794. There was a decrease in only three districts.” And every attempt 
is being made by the Excise Department to account for this falling off of the 
revenue in the three districts, and to guard against such falling off in the 
future! 


Addresses to public officers. 


The income-tax. 


The excise. 
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87. The Bangavasi, of the 19th November, says that it is believed by some 

people, who see no good coming of the Lieutenant. 

Governor’s tours, that he makes tours so often Only 

to save his household expenditure. But this is surely going too far. For, even 

if these tours fail to do any good to the people, they certainly do much P00d to 

Sir Charles himself. 

88, The same paper complains of irregularity and delay in the delivery 

of letters at Duttapukur, near Tarakeswar, in the 

Hooghly district, and requests that a letter-box 
may be placed in the village for the convenience of the villagers. 

89. A correspondent of the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké, of the 23rq 
November, complains that the cannon balls at the 
artillery practice at Falta do not go beyond the grounds 
extending from the mouth of the Damodar tothe Gariapol village. Why, then, 
are the people of a large tract lying outside that space, and including the Sham. 
pur thana among other places, removed during theartillery practice? It is said 
that Rs. 2 will be paid, at the recommendation of the Lieutenant-Govern. 
or, to every household as its cost of removal. ButGovernment should see that 
the police does not appropriate the lion’s share of the money. Tho money 
should not also be divided equally among the households, but apportioned 
according to the position in life of each household, for upper and middle class 
families incur more cost than low class people in removing their women. The 
better sort of people would rather have no compensation at all than have the 
paltry sum of Rs. 2 per household. 


Sir Charles Elliott’s tours. 


A postal complaint. 


Artillery practice at Falta. 


III.—LEGISLATIVE. 


40. The Sanjivant, of the 19th November, has 
the following :— 

What will the fate of the Municipal Bill be? If we had been endowed 
with the gift of prophecy, we would have loudly proclaimed that that Bill would 
never pass with its objectionable provisions. So long as Lord Ripon is in the 
Cabinet no one will be able to destroy the sacred tree which he planted. 

The news of the agitation against the Municipal Bill has reached England, 
and our friends in that country are making a vigorous agitation against the 
measure. We think that some instructions regarding the Bill have been received 
by the Bengal Government from England. And that is why delay is being 
made in passing the Bill. And that is why Sir Charles Elliott assured the 
Municipal Commissioners of Ranchi in mild words that their representation on 
the subject of the appointmert of assessors would be considered. It is against 
the nature of the present Lieutenant-Governor to reconsider a point which he 
has once decided upon. His intention to reconsider the provision relating to the 


appointment of assessors is, therefore, probably owing to instructions received 
from England. 


The Municipal Bill, 


IV.—NaATIVE STATEs. 


41. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 21st November, says that 
Tippera. so long as Rai Umakanta Das Bahadur was Prime 
Minister of the ‘lippera Raj, he did everything to 

improve its condition, and his removal has not certainly been for the good of 
the State. An Englishman is now the real ruler of the State, and the two 


Princes have become mere nominal rulers. Is the outlook before Tippera 
very hopeful ? 


\V.—PRosFEcTs OF THE Crops AND CoNnDITION oF THE PEOPLE. 


42. The Hitakari, of the 4th November, reports high prices and consequent 
PPh ciescige We ane teneall sub. distress in the Tangail subdivision of the Myme2- 
uipron Ohne MYBensingh district, singh district. People are selling off their goods 
and chattels and mortgaging their lands for money to buy rice. A severe 
fanine will appear in the place if the present state of things is allowed to 
continue. But before adopting specific relief measures, the Local Board should 
make every endeavour to collect information regarding any stores of grain that 
may be in the pctscssion of the villagers living within its jurisdiction. 


( 1125 =) 
43. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 14th November, says that severe scarcity is 


Distress in the Mymensingh 


district. The villagers are living mostly on pumpkins, and 


many have already died from starvation. Paddy 
is selling at 12 seers per rupee, and rice at Rs. 8 per maund. The prospect of 
the crops is not hopeful. In Netrakona, in the same district, paddy is selling at 
10 seers per rupee, but rice is not available even at the higb price of 5 seers 
per rupee. Here thefts of even the leaves and stalks of arum plants are taking 
lace. vor 
: 44, The Sahachar, of the 16th November, says that in those parts from 
which wails of distress are at present heard to 
come, such as the Mymensingh district and the 
Diamond Harbour subdivision, there is terrible scarcity among a number of 
people, if not a general famine. The officials say that the distress in Mymen- 
singh is nothing more than insufficiency of rice, caused by the cultivation 
of jute in preference to paddy. But the local public, who know better, have 
set about collecting subscriptions for the relief of distress.) The Lieutenant- 
Governor unfortunately attaches more weight to what the Magistrate of a 
district says, than to what is said by the respectable people of a place. But the 
Magistrate’s report is after all only the chaukidar’s report. The explanation 
which has been given of the distress in Mymensingh by the local authorities 
will not hold water. Granting that sufficient paddy for consumption in the 
district has not been grown, there must be the money which the people have 
obtained by the sale of jute, and this money ought to enable them to procure 
rice from elsewhere. But the fact is, there is rice in the market, but the people 
are unable to buy it, The Lieutenant-Governor will do well to pay quiet, 
unostentatious visits to afflicted localities instead of indulging in his present 
expensive touring, which had better cease in this season of scarcity. For 
where Government does not admit the existence of famine, the local officials 
are also unwilling to admit it, and therefore report deaths from starvation as 
deaths from diarrhoea. The people know wkat the cause of that diarrheea is, 
and it were well if the rulers too knew it. 

The English rulers of India are beginning to conduct themselves 
like the Czar of Russia, but it would be well if they possessed the virtues 
of despots like the Czar, such as kindness to the people, as distinguished 
from the cultured class, desire to execute great public works, and strict fidelity 
to promises. In nota single instance has the Czar of Russia been found to 
break his promise. Sir Charles Elliott has shown himself a despot by abolish- 
ing the jury system. Let him now show a despot’s respect for promises by 
spending money from the Famine Fund for the relief of distress, instead of 
throwing the burden on the District Boards. 

45. <A correspondent of the Hifavddi, of the 17th November, says that 

| | the paddy crop in the eastern and western parts of 
aoettss in the =~Midnapore the Midnapore district is withered for want 
of rain. People have sold away their cattle and 
domestic utensils, and can get no loans from the mahajans. No one could 
know anything of the test relief works opened by the Deputy Magistrate, 
Babu Atul Chandra Kar. But he has reported that no one agrees to work at 
the rates of remuneration mentioned in the Famine Code. If Government 
desists from affording relief on the strength of that report, hundreds of people 
will die of starvation. 
46. A correspondent of the Banganivdst, of the 18th November, writing 
from the village Birkolimahajan in the Midnapore 
Ph siggy in the Midnapore Mjistrict says that the crops have withered for want 

P of rain, and severe scarcity is prevailing in the 
village, Thefts and dacoities have become rife, and the villagers are literally 
starving. 


The scarcity. 


47. The Bangavdsi, of the 19th November, 
has the following :— 


(1) All the crops on the lowlands in the village of Mandrakola, 

within the jurisdiction of the Manikganj subdivision in the 
Dacca district, were drowned in rain water in the month of 
Ashdr, and the crops on the high lands are withered for want of 


Reports of distress. 
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prevailing in Shibganj,in the Mymensingh district. - Nov. 14tt, 1892. 
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sufficient water. The people are consequently suffering from 
scarcity. Rice is selling at from Rs. 5 to Rs. 5-4 per maund. 

(2) Great damage has been done to the crops in the village Dora. 
Jayanagar, in the Midnapore district, by the recent raing and 
a severe storm. The people are suffering from scarcity. The 
mahajans refuse to advance paddy. Rice is selling at 9 to 10 
seers per rupee. ’ 

(3) There has been a total failure of crops in Majapur in the Murshid. 
abad district, and the villagers are in great distress. 


48, <A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 19th November, says that 
nn _ the really helpless and distressed persons, such as 
PPB on and the distress in +119 blind, the halt, the aged, as well as poor widows 
dee iat could not go to Mr. Phillips at Barhatta to ask for 
relief, as it is impossible for such people to walk a long distance, specially at 
a time when the water-way is closed, and the roads, thanks to the Local and 
District Boards, are impassable. The people who gathered round the 
Magistrate at Barhatta were probably substantial cultivators, who came from a 
curiosity to see the Magistrate, or poor cultivators who were unwilling to 
receive donations and wanted loans. Everybody came in his best dress out of 
respect for the Magistrates, but the sight of them gave Mr. Phillips a wrong 
idea of the distress. After so much fuss only the paltry sum of Rs.100 was sent 
to the relief officer in each of the relief centres. Such a grant in such distress 
was only like mocking at the sufferings of the people. Such mocking would in 
all probability produce serious consequences in Europe. But nothing of that 
kind is possible in this country, where the people are weak. But the loyalt 
of the people is nevertheless destroyed by such treatment, and if loyalty is 
destroyed, serious consequences may arise in future, if not in the immediate 
present. The English officials should know that famished people do not soon 
forget the pangs of hunger, and that they always seek to be avenged for their 
sufferings. Many families in Mymensingh have not had more than one meal 
within 48 hours. The District Board’s grant of Rs. 7,000-would not have 
heen wrongly spent if it had been spent for their relief. Which is the better 
application of the District Board’s money—its expenditure in the construction 
of roads, or its expenditure for saving the lives of the peuple ? Is not the 
Board’s money public money ? 
49. Acorrespondent of the Prakriti, of the 19th November, complains 
Zamindari exactions inthe dis. ‘hat the terrible scarcity within the jurisdiction of 
tress in the Netrakona subdivision the Netrakona subdivision has been intensified 
of the Mymensingh district. aL Maghan by the undue exactions of the amla of 
the zamindar of Gauripur. 

00. The Dacca Prakash, of the 29th November, says that rice is still 

Aa Se selling at 8 or 9 seers per rupee. ‘The cultivators 

cteennns and the labouring classes are somewhat cheered by 

the prospect of the approaching harvest, but respectable men in humble cir- 

cumstances and widows, who have hitherto maintained themselves by selling 

their things, find themselves in greater and greater risk of death from 
Starvation. : 

All intelligent men must admit that there is want of money, if not want 
of rice, in the present distress. Where, then, is the necessity of the Famine 
Fund, if Government will not help those with money who have not money t? 
buy rice in this time of distress ? 

51. Acorrespondent of the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 23rd 

Distress in the Ulubaria sub- November, says that of the population of the 
Aivisiak ot tha Maweuk dublick Shampur thana, in the Ulubaria subdivision of 
the Howrah district, only a two-anna portion can 


get two meals in the day, and of the rest, some get one meal every day, and 
some ut intervals of one or two days. | 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


Sir Charles Elliotts’ Christian 52. The Sahachar, of the 16th November, writes 
zeal. | as follows:— 

Like all despotie civilians of the Punjab and the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, Sir Charles Elliott is a bigoted Christian. In the course of a speech 
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recently delivered by him at Darjeeling he said that the great mission of the 
English Government in India is to Christianize the country. One has, of 
course, no right to complain of the religious opinions or predilections of a ruler 
so long as he does not give effect to them in practical administration. But it is 
very often difficult to determine where the official ends and the private man 
begins, Be that as it may, we have now seen a new side to the Lieutenant. 
Governor's character. His Honour is not prepared to acknowledge the progress 
of the people in administrative matters. In his opinion, we are, after so 
much English education, unfit to conduct criminal trials on the plan of the 


punchayet—our plan from time immemorial. We are, it would appear, ignorant — 


of our own manners and customs, and unable to see whether a witness is speak 
ing the truth or not. We must also believe that, even when we possess these 
qualifications, we have not the moral courage and rectitude to express our con- 
victions, and that, if we ever get that courage and rectitude, it will be in conse- 
quence of our embracing the Christian faith. But that isa thing which will 
never take place in this country. Without entering here upon vain religious 
disputations, we will only say that, if the Hindu religion had beena destructible 
thing, it would have been destroyed by Aurungzebe. We heartily respect 
the Christian missionaries. But what have they been able to effect during 
the many years that they have preached Christianity in India? If increased 
privileges for us are to depend upon our conversion to Christianity, we shall 
have to wait for those privileges till the end of the world. We respect Sir 
Charles Elliott for his religious zeal, but as he has mixed up religion with 
politics—the thing for the doing of which the Hindus are reproached— the country 
can expect no good from him. Christianity is the key to Sir Charles’ heart, but 
that is a key which we do not use now, and will never use in the future. 
A Governor of Sir Charles’ type may therefore think us worthless. And this 
is one of his reasons for abolishing jury trial. It is hardly necessary to say 
how the civilized world thinks of the ruler with proselytising proclivities. 

53. The Banganivdst, of the 18th November, invokes Heaven’s blessing 

The rumour about Sir Charles upon the Hindu Patriot’s head for the very edify- 
Elliott. ing news it has given that Sir Charles Elliott 
intends taking leave early next year, and expresses the hope that the news will 
prove correct. The Bengalis will feel quite a relief if Sir Charles Elliott 
severs his connection with Bengal at least for some months. Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, who it is said will be Sir Charles’ locum tenens, is a good man, and 
the writer is sure that he will not be slow to listen to the prayers and represent- 
ations of his subjects. But it is perhaps idle to hope that fate will be so 
kind to the Bengalis as to take away zubburdus¢ Sir Charles, and put in his 
place Sir Alexander Mackenzie as the ruler of Bengal. 

54. The Sanjivant, of the 19th November, publishes a letter from a 
cooly in a tea garden in Dibrugar, in Assam, in 
which he states that he was decoyed to the tea 
garden under false pretences; that God alone knows how much he suffers 
there; and that be can hardly maintain himself with what he gets by his 
labour. 

Sir Charles Elliott is a great advocate of coolie emigration, and is loud 
in his assertion that coolies live happily in the tea-gardens, But this letter 
clearly shows the sort of happiness the coolies enjoy. 

55. The Dainik-o-Saméchér Chandrikd, of the 
21st November, has the following :— 

It is certain that a Press Act will not be passed, for if it had been possible 
to pass a Press Act, it would have been passed just after the passing of the 
Consent Act. Such a retrograde measure will not, it is certain, be carried under 
a Liberal Ministry, when it was not carried even under the Conservative 
Ministry that has just gone out. The Hindoo Patriot is repeatedly assuring the 
public that there is no fear that a Press Act will be passed. But can the 
Hindoo Patriot give the assurance that the liberty of the native press will 
not be interfered with in any way whatever? Thewriter does not want wanton 
or irresponsible liberty for the press, but he would like to see the press 
endowed with full liberty. The Hindoo Patriot is presumed to know what 
full liberty is, and will he say that the full liberty of the native press has 
not been interfered with under Sir Charles Elliott and Lord Lansdowne? 


Coolies in the tea-gardens. 


The liberty of the native press. 


BANGANIVASI. 
Nov. 18th, 1892. 
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DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 


CHANDRIKA, 
Nov. 21st, 1892. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHAN.) RIKA, 


Nov, 23rd, 1892. 


SAMVAD VAHIKA, 
Oct. 20th, 1892. 


SAMVAD VAHIKA, 


UTKAL DIPIKA, 
Oct, 22nd, 1892, 


UtTKal DIPIKA. 


UTKAL DIPIKa. 


SILCHAR, 
Nov. lith ; 1892, 


| tam j 
56. Referring to the rumour frie by the Madras Mail, thatan action 
for libel is about to be brought against Sir Charles 
Elliott by a rich Bengali gentleman, the same 
paper says that, if the Beliati zamindar really brinog 
an action against Sir Charles Elliott for accusing him of murder after his 
acquittal by a court of justice, there can be little doubt that an upricht Judes 
will find Sir Charles guilty. But it is not easy to bring an action against an 
Indian Governor, nor bas any Bengali the courage to bring such an action. 
The Hindoo Patriot says thatthe matter between the Lieutenant-Governor and 
the Beliati Babus has been amicably settled. 
67, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 23rd November, says that 
the unmeasured abuse of Captain Hearsey in 
which Sir Auckland Colvin indulged the other day 
at Benares, behind the Captain’s back, shows that he 
is very much afraid of the Captain. If he had not been afraid of the Captain, 
he would not have entertained such grudge against him. Sir Auckland has 
shown himself weak and even silly by expressing his grudge against the 
Captain in his public utterances. The law of libel does not perhaps apply to 
the Governors. Sir Charles Elliott abused the Babus of Beliati some time ago, 
and Sir Auckland Colvin has now abused Captain Hearsey. It is sad to see 
Governors displaying such impatience and boyish want of self-control. 

To lay a tax on Hindu temples and chhatras is to attack the religion of 
the people. Captain Hearsey, though not a Hindu, is helping the Hindus to 
protect their religion, and for so doing he deserves their thanks. Does Sir 
Auckland wish to terrify the Hindus by abusing the Captain? The Hindoo 
Patriot contends that a tax should not be levied on Hindu temples and chhatras, 
when no tax is levied on Christian churches and Mussulmau musjids. But, 
then, the Hindus are not Christians or Mussulmans, and they are being oppressed 


everywhere! Has theadministrative policy of the British Government in India 
been completely changed ?P 


A libel case against Sir Charles 
Elliott. 


Sir Auckland Colvin on Captain 
Hearsey. 


UriyA PAPERS. 


58. The Samvad Vahika, of the 20th October, reports good rain from the 
Balasore district, but observes that the rains are 


‘ . ° t ] ° : ; 
Related, i the Daan CRE, neeeeteehe Be they are calculated to destroy the 


winter crop. 

59. The same paper points out that the mohurrirs of zamindars in the 

Balasore district are putting boundary marks in 
wrong places, with a view to mislead the demarca- 
| tion amins of the Settlement Department. 
60. The Uthal Dimkd, of the 22nd October, draws the attention of the 
authorities to the article in the Statesman news- 
paper on the subject of the Orissa settlement, in 
which it is stated that the Assistant Settlement Officers are doing their work 
hastily, and that most of the ministerial officers serving in that department 
were either removed or dismissed from service in other departments on serious 
charges. 

G1. The same paper says that there is a great deal of distress, owing to 
scarcity of food, in the Cuttack district, and cites, 
in support of his statement, the cases of Gopi Naik 
of Tolagram in Nayaga, and Gurubari Behera of Jharpara in Gobindpur, both 


of whom, as the writer has heard from trustworthy sources, have died of starv- 
ation. 


Balasore zamindars and _ the 
Orissa settlement. 


The Orissa settlement. 


Distress in the Cuttack district. 


62. The same paper pleads strongly in favour 


ae _ ofthe manufacture of panga salt in the salt-manu- 
facturing districts of Orissa. | 


Panga sait. 


ASSAM PAPERS, 


63. The Silchar, of the 14th November, says that in Cachar rice 1s 
sclling at from Rs. 5-8 to Rs. 6 per maund, and the 
market is rising rapidly. Poor people are in great 
distress, and even middle class people are feeling the pinch of scarcity. Prices 
are not expected to fall till the aman harvest is gathered. : 


Distress in Cachar, 


64. The Sichar, of the 14th November, draws the attention of the educa- 


tional authorities of Assam to a worthless text-book 


A bad text-book. ° : : , 
on Mensuration, which is read in a good many 


( 1129 ) 


pathsalas in Karimgan)j and other places in the province. The book is called 


‘Pathsala Parimiti,” and has been written by one Udaya Chand Das, a 


pathsala teacher. The following is an instance of a mistake in the book, 
occurring on page 5 :— 


Pan X ganda = kak 

Ganda X ganda = kak 

Now ganda = 3}; of a pan 

*. ganda X ganda = jy of a kak, and not equal toa kdék as 


laid down by the author. The book is full of such errors, and it is a pity that 
the authorities allow such bad books to be read by the boys. 


65. The Paridarshak, of the 16th November, says that the annual 


The crops in Sylhet. 


outturn of crops in Sylhet isnot good, owing to the 
bad drainage of the district. And, if in the present 


year Government allows this small yield of corn to be exported to the distress- 
stricken districts of Bengal, the people of Sylhet will have to starve. It is hoped 
that the Assam authorities will see that grain is not exported this year from 


Sylhet. 


A petition drawing the Chief Commissioner’s attention to the grievances 
of the Sylhet agriculturist was submitted last year, but no reply has yet heen 


obtained. 


66. Referring to the proposed resettlement of the Jaintia hills, the same 


The proposed settlement of the 


Jaintia hills, 


paper says that these annual settlements bring no 
profit to Government, while they are decidedly 
injurious to the interests of the cultivators. Besides, 


a survey of the lands at a time when crops are still standing is calculated to do 


great mischief. 


It is to be hoped that the authorities will consider the 


proposal carefully before giving effect to it. 


Points for the consideration of the 
Chief Commissioner. 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


67. The same paper submits the following 
for the Chief Commissioner’s consideration :~— 


His recent order, abolishing the practice of the taking down of 
witnesses’ depositions by the police under section 161 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, will lead to failure of justice in 
criminal cases. 

The practice of leaving appeals from the decisions of the lower 
class Magistrates to te heard by the Deputy Commissioner of a 
district leads to much inconvenience, as the Deputy Commis- 
sioner has a variety of duties to discharge, including touring. 
It would facilitate business to empower also other experi- 
enced 1st class Magistrates to hear appeals from the decisions 
of the lower Magistracy. 

An enquiry ought to be made into the exercise of summary power 
by those Magistrates upon whom that power has been conferred, 
or people will lose their confidence in the courts of law. 

The Native Magistracy should not be indiscriminately empowered 
to take down evidence in English. 

Considering the importance of the Sylhet district, a 1st grade 
District Judge ought to be appointed to the place. 

Since the transfer of the town police of Sylhet from under muni- 
cipal to direct Government control, it appears as if municipal 
regulations have ceased to be in force in the town, because 
they are found to be violated with impunity. Some method 
should be discovered, which will enable the municipal authorities 
to have offences under the municipal regulations punished more 
easily than through the medium of the District Superintendent 
of Police. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator, 


BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 26th November 1892. 


F, da. C. —Reg. No. 64170 —73—29-11-92. 


SILCHAR, 
Nov, 14th, 1892, 


PARIDARSHAK, 
Nov, 16th 1892. 


PARIDARSHAR. 
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